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ADMISSION OF A NEW PARTICIPATING STATE 
INDONESIA 

 
1. The Director has the honour to inform the Governing Council that the Government of the 
Republic of Indonesia has applied to be admitted as a Participating State in the International 
Agency for Research on Cancer. This application was communicated under cover of a letter to the 
Director-General of the World Health Organization dated 20 July 2026 (see Appendix 1).  

2. A report on cancer research activities in Indonesia, as submitted by the Government of the 
Republic of Indonesia, is also appended (see Appendix 2). 

3. The Director-General transmitted this application to all Participating States by a Note 
Verbale on 5 August 2026 and informed them that it would be considered by the Governing 
Council in accordance with Rule 50 of the Rules of Procedure of the Governing Council.  

4. The documents in relation to the application of the Government of the Republic of 
Indonesia were sent for review to the members of the Governing Council Subcommittee on the 
Admission of New Participating States, who met by teleconference on 27 August 2026. 

5. The report of the Subcommittee is enclosed (see Appendix 3), including the Subcommittee’s 
recommendations to the Governing Council for consideration at the Sixty-ninth Session of the 
Governing Council. 
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APPENDIX 1 
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APPENDIX 2 
Report on cancer research activities in Indonesia   
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APPENDIX 3 
 

REPORT FROM THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE ADMISSION OF NEW PARTICIPATING STATES1: 

APPLICATION OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA 
 

 
 
Participants:   
Professor Dorothy Keefe (Governing Council Chairperson), member ex officio 
 
Australia: Ms Merilyn Penn 
Brazil: Dr João Paulo Viola 
Japan: Dr Rin Ogiya  
Qatar: Dr Noora Al Hammadi 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland: Dr Mark Palmer 
United States of America: Mr Mark Daghir 
 
IARC Secretariat: 
Ms Charu Mehta, Director of Administration and Finance, on behalf of IARC Director 
Mr Clément Chauvet, Strategic Engagement and External Relations Officer 
Ms Nathalie Lamandé, Governing Council Meetings Coordinator 
 
Apologies:  
Dr Elisabete Weiderpass, Director, duly represented by Ms Charu Mehta 
Dr Al-Hareth M. Al-Khater (Governing Council Vice-Chairperson) 
Morocco: Dr Loubna Abousselham 
 

1. The Governing Council Subcommittee on the Admission of New Participating States met by 
teleconference on 27 August 2026 to consider the application of the Government of the Republic of 
Indonesia for admission in the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC). 

2. The Subcommittee considered the application of the Government of the Republic of Indonesia and 
noted that it was received by the World Health Organization (WHO) on 20 July 2026 under cover of a letter 
and transmitted by the Director-General of WHO to all IARC Participating States on 5 August 2026. 

3. As required by Resolution GC/54/R17, in order to assess whether “the State is able to contribute 
effectively to the scientific and technical work of the Agency” (Article XII, letter b) of the IARC Statute), the 
Subcommittee was tasked to review the report provided by the Government of the Republic of Indonesia, 
as part of their application, on the status of cancer research activities in Indonesia, which comprises: 

a. The description of the current cancer research community in Indonesia, including relevant 
expertise in the areas of IARC activities; 

b. The description of the national cancer institute within the Dharmais National Cancer Hospital 
in Jakarta, collaborating closely with the Ministry of Health and supporting the 
implementation of the National Cancer Control Plan (NCCP); 

 
1 Composition of Subcommittee (Resolution GC/68/R20): 
[…] Chairperson of the Governing Council (member ex officio), and representatives of Brazil, Japan, Morocco, Qatar, 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America, who shall hold office 
until the next regular session of the Council. 
 

https://governance.iarc.fr/documentation/26thhandbookresol2025.pdf
https://events.iarc.who.int/event/136/attachments/290/2162/Resolution%20GC68_R20-Membership_SubcommitteeAdmissionNewPS.pdf
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c. The description of the cancer research funding in the public and non-governmental 
organizations sectors, structured to support the objectives of the NCCP 2024–2034. Research 
activities are funded by competitive state grants, academic institutions, professional societies, 
philanthropic organizations and international collaborations; 

d. The description of the National Cancer Control Plan (NCCP); 
e. The contribution to IARC’s research priorities as described in the IARC Medium-Term Strategy 

2026–2030 and its Annexes (cancer prevention, screening and early detection, cancer 
surveillance and implementation research); and 

f. The evidence of current scientific and technical exchanges with IARC (Global Initiative on 
Cancer Registration, international consortia led by IARC). 

4. From this review, the Subcommittee appreciated the important role played by Indonesia in cancer 
research as well as the scientific and technical exchanges with IARC in many projects. The Subcommittee 
considers that Indonesia would be able to contribute effectively to the scientific and technical work of the 
Agency, as required by Article XII, letter b) of the IARC Statute, and therefore recommends that the 
Governing Council consider Indonesia’s application favourably.  

5. The Subcommittee noted that the undertaking from the Government of the Republic of Indonesia 
“to observe and apply the provisions of the IARC Statute” is yet to be received by the Director-General of 
the World Health Organization, as required under Article III of the Statute.  Should the undertaking not be 
received before the Governing Council session at which the application will be considered, Indonesia’s 
admission will become effective only upon receipt by the Director-General of said undertaking.  

6. Considering Indonesia’s desire to become a formal member of IARC as soon as possible and the 
potential opportunity for the Agency to increase its core funding while preparing the proposed programme 
and budget for 2028–2029, and to maximise the benefits to the IARC community of Indonesia’s proposed 
membership, the Subcommittee further recommends the Secretariat to explore the possibility of 
convening (virtually) an extraordinary session of the Governing Council, in accordance with the Rules of 
Procedure of the Governing Council, as soon as time permits. 

7. The Subcommittee welcomed the various initiatives taken by the Secretariat to approach potential 
new Participating States and encourages the Secretariat to continue with this work. 

 

https://events.iarc.who.int/event/136/attachments/286/2182/GC68_13_IARC_MTS_2026-2030_Rev1.pdf
https://events.iarc.who.int/event/136/attachments/286/2182/GC68_13_IARC_MTS_2026-2030_Rev1.pdf
https://events.iarc.who.int/event/136/attachments/286/2075/GC68_13_IARC_MTS_2026-2030_Annexes.pdf
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