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Recommendation #5: “As computational biology needs an increasingly important 
component of laboratory capacity, IARC should regularly update the SC and the GC 
on capacity for computational biology in the future”.

Recommendation #6: Given its …. to obtain additional laboratory, computational 
biology, and other disciplinary expertise through collaboration, Visiting Scientists, 
secondments from Participating States and other partners, as well as offer 
opportunities for training in computational biology to junior scientists in the field. The 
result of these efforts …. moving forward”.
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The overall assessment is that ICB's work is a Perfect Fit with the mission of the 
IARC

Mechanistic studies from the ICB are a key component to IARCs mission to assess 
the role of pathogens in human cancers, and prevent, diagnose and treat these 
cancers. In this context, the interplay between ICB and ICE has evolved to be even 
stronger in the last five years and is likely to continue to flourish.  This is considered 
to be a fundamental strength of the INF Section, which was also recognized by the 
trainees of the INF as a strong benefit.
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MCA’s vision is to advance understanding of cancer causes by investigating genetic and 
epigenetic patterns and interrelated molecular pathways deregulated by exposure risk 
factors.

Primary objectives are threefold:

1. Identify genetic and epigenetic changes associated with risk exposures and 
cancer risk

2. Investigate functional role of these molecular changes

3. Develop (epi)genomic methodologies, profiling strategies and 
bioinformatics/biostatistics tools (applicable to cancer research relevant, 
although not exclusive, to LMICs) and state-of-the-art in vitro models

MCA’s research is carried out in close collaboration with IARC scientists and external 
collaborators, many of which are part of unique international networks established to 
share technological platforms and biological resources. Section’s  emphasis is on 
enhancing interdisciplinarity and creating synergy and added value within IARC.
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