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 The World Code Against Cancer Framework is a multi-stakeholder initiative, led by IARC, to promote cancer prevention 
globally through the development and dissemination of region-specific cancer prevention recommendations.

Introduction
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Design

Top-down strategy

 Universal evidence-based cancer prevention 
messages for the LAC region “Toolbox”. 

 Long-term influence on cancer control policies.

Criteria:
1. Based on sufficient scientific evidence
2. Relevant for the region
3. Targeted to the general population
4. Actionable at the policy level
5. Clear communication 

Working Groups:
1. Lifestyle determinants
2. Environmental and occupational determinants
3. Infections and related interventions
4. Medical interventions
5. Communication and education
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Results
Outputs of the LAC Code Against Cancer (1st edition): 

Level 1: LAC Code Against Cancer
17 recommendations to the individual 
and its complementary recommendations 
for policymakers 
(Spanish, Portuguese and English)

Complementary materials:

Policy recommendations:Individual recommendations:



Level 2: Knowledge translation output. A free-of-charge 
online competency-based microlearning programme for 
primary healthcare professionals 
(Spanish, Portuguese and English)
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Results
Outputs of the LAC Code Against Cancer (1st edition): 
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Results (II)

Related publications
https://cancer-code-lac.iarc.who.int/en/

Acknowledgements
The Latin America and the Caribbean Code Against Cancer project was co-funded by the Sociedade 
Beneficente Israelita Brasileira Albert Einstein (HIAE) / amigo_h (Amigos Einstein da Oncologia e 
Hematologia), Brazil (Grant number: DCA-ENV-2020-01), and the International Agency for Research 
on Cancer (IARC/WHO), France.

 Level 3: Scientific publications: 9 peer-reviewed 
articles published in Cancer Epidemiology and 
several commentaries 

 The LAC Code Against Cancer, 1st edition, was 
launched the 17th October 2023.

Monitoring and evaluation 
 IARC is leading the Monitoring and Evaluation 

Phase to assess the impact of the LAC Code by:
 measuring regional cancer prevention 

literacy in the general population, and
 conducting intervention studies using 

implementation research in different 
settings (e.g., primary healthcare centres). 

>700 viewers 

https://cancer-code-lac.iarc.who.int/en/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1877782123000826#gs1
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Key take-home messages
 The LAC Code Against Cancer, 1st edition, offers an exceptional tool for cancer prevention education and 

public health.
 It has been developed “by the experts of region of Latin America and the Caribbean and for the region”.
 Provides evidence-based recommendations 

 to educate the public on healthy behaviours
 to encourage adherence to primary and secondary prevention interventions
 to guide and support governments in the implementation of the best cancer control strategies.

 Build capacity to contribute to reducing cancer burden in LAC. 
 Importance of monitoring and evaluating the dissemination of the Code and its impact amongst the 

general population. 
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