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ADMISSION OF A NEW PARTICIPATING STATE 
The Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

 
1. The Director has the honour to inform the Governing Council that the Government of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has applied to be admitted as a Participating State in the International 
Agency for Research on Cancer. This application was communicated under cover of a Note 
Verbale to the Director-General of the World Health Organization dated and received 
on 15 February 2024 (see Appendix below).  

2. The Director-General transmitted this application to all Participating States by a Note 
Verbale on 13 March 2024 and informed them that it would be considered by the Governing 
Council in accordance with Rule 50 of the Rules of Procedure of the Governing Council.  

3. The documents in relation to the application of the Government of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia were sent for review to the members of the Governing Council Subcommittee on the 
Admission of New Participating States, who will meet by teleconference on 23 April 2024, and 
report to the Sixty-sixth Session of the Governing Council. 

4. A report on cancer research activities by the Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
is also appended (see Appendix below). 
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Governing Council Subcommittee on the Admission of new Participating States (PS) 
23 April 2024 
 
 

REPORT FROM THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE ADMISSION OF NEW PARTICIPATING STATES: 
APPLICATION OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA 

 
 
Present:  Professor Norbert Ifrah (Gc Chairperson – Member ex Officio) 
 Ms Marie Charlotte Henrion (France) 
 Dr Masato Izutsu, Mr Motohiro Hamada and Ms Kay Ohara (Japan)  
 Dr Al Hareth Al Khater (Qatar) 
 Ms Maya Levine and Ms Christina Tayor (USA) 
   
Apologies for absences/unable to attend: Dr Joao Paulo Viola (Brazil), Dr Mark Palmer (UK). 

 

1. The Governing Council Subcommittee on the Admission of New Participating States met by 
teleconference on 23 April 2024 to consider the application of the Government of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia for admission in the International Agency for Research on Cancer. 

2. The Subcommittee considered the application of the Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
and noted that their application was received on 15 February 2024 under cover of a Note Verbale and 
transmitted by the Director-General to all Participating States on 13 March 2024. 

3. As required by Resolution GC/54/R17, in order to assess whether “the State is able to contribute 
effectively to the scientific and technical work of the Agency” (Statute Article XII), the Subcommittee 
reviewed the report on the status of cancer research activities in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (see 
Document GC/62/2 Appendix). From this review, the Subcommittee agreed that the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia has scientific and technical exchanges with IARC, has funding, interest and capacity in 
cancer research, has a national medium and long-term plan, for research on cancer registration, early 
detection and screening and cancer control programmes, and therefore meets all the requirements to 
demonstrate that they would effectively contribute to the research priorities of IARC, as described in its 
Medium-Term Strategy. 

4. In accordance with Article III of the Statute, the Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia also 
undertook “to observe and apply the provisions of the IARC Statute”, in its application letter. 

5. The Subcommittee recommends that the Governing Council admit the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia as 
a Participating State of the International Agency for Research on Cancer. 

 
 

https://governance.iarc.fr/documentation/25thhandbookresol2022.pdf
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